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On Thursday Feb. 11 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Delray Beach 
Center for the Art’s Crest Theater, the Del Ray Beach Task Force 
will host SUD (SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER) TALKS.
This is an event modeled after the successful TED Talks and will 
include several talks from local, regional and national speakers. 
Among them are Dr. Kevin Wandler, Associate Chief Medical 
Officer, Advanced Recovery System; Dr. D. John Dyben, Director 
of Older Adult Treatment Services, Hanley Center; Marc Woods, 
Code Enforcement Officer, City of Delray Beach; and Dr. Elaine 
Rotenberg, Clinical Director at the Alpert Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services. 
The Visionary Speaker for the event will be Dr. Carl Hammerschlag, 
a master storyteller and internationally recognized author, 
physician, speaker and healer. He brings extensive knowledge 
regarding how communities can survive in rapidly changing 
cultures, the role community plays in healing and how a changed 
perspective is needed to gain ground in response to the swell of 
substance use disorder. 
The Presenting Visionary Sponsor for SUD Talks is Weiner, Lynne 
& Thompson, P.A., Attorneys at Law. 

“The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on 
fighting the old, but on building the new.” – Socrates

“Some people hate change. They don’t hate you. If you get 
confused about that, it’s going to be difficult to make (needed, 
positive, important) change for the future.” – Seth Godin. 

The real and the perceived societal impacts of treatment providers 
and recovery residences upon communities, neighborhoods, and 
cities continues to generate heated debate. No matter how far we 
have come since the adoption of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, or 
the Fair Housing Act Amendments of 1988, or the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, fear continues to dominate discussions 
at the dinner table or at the local public zoning hearing. Urban 
planners, social scientists, health care professionals, and civic and 
community leaders have yet to forge a singular consensus on how 
to integrate people in recovery into the larger civic landscape. 
However, social change is at hand.
This past October, over 30,000 people descended upon Washington, 
D.C., comprising a vast cross-section of our society, to demand 
immediate social change about how our nation views and addresses 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD). Part of this movement included 
those of us who stand on the front lines of local government public 
hearings and in the court rooms across our nation, ensuring that 
treatment and housing providers have open access to provide 
necessary services to those in recovery and the right to a reasonable 
location to provide them. Certainly, no treatment or housing provider 
has been immune from the oppositional stance local governments 
and their constituents have taken regarding where to place treatment 
programs and sober living residences within their jurisdictions (also 
referred to as “NIMBY-ism” or “Not In My Backyard”). 
In the interim, the science is proving the doubters wrong. 
Overwhelmingly, the data is demonstrating that social model-
based therapeutic housing is an essential and inextricably 
intertwined aspect of sustainable recovery. In addition to the 
overwhelming data being published within the field and released by 
the National Institute of Health as well as the Centers for Disease 
Control, in October 2014 the National Council for Behavioral 
Health assembled a diverse group of leaders from the housing, 
homeless prevention, Substance Use Disorder treatment, health 
and recovery fields for the “Substance Use and Housing National 
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Leadership Forum” which brought practitioners, policy leaders, and 
researchers together to fuel new thinking and innovation around 
housing, service approaches and recovery supports for individuals 
affected by SUDs. Their report (www.thenationalcouncil.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/SUHLF-Convening-Report_FINAL.pdf) 
however, underscored the most important aspect of recovery – the 
rediscovery of a sense of local “community”:
While systems change can and must be imagined and informed at 
the macro level, practically and functionally systems change occurs 
locally. State and federal policies are relevant, and it is essential to 
identify current macro-system features (i.e. federal funding rules) 
that enable or constrain services and housing for people in recovery. 
While significant progress has been made at the national level to 
engender a more productive dialogue around promoting a broader, 
long-term model of recovery, more must be done at the federal policy 
level and local efforts must be supported to build the capacity of 
communities to implement the vision of Recovery Oriented Systems 
of Care. Participants were unwavering in their insistence that 
systems must not simply promote an ethic of person-centeredness, 
but that it must be the central organizing principle that is woven into 
the very fabric of new systems to ensure support of people as their 
own agents of change, pursuing self-defined goals, and building 
upon their own personal assets/capital. These examples must inform 
and facilitate the dissemination of knowledge and insights about the 
features, practices and strategies that have been effective.
This conclusion tends to beg the question – what makes a 
“Community?” 
For those of us who have chosen to be agents of change on the 
issues, we have learned that healing people with addiction requires 
more than medicine. It does require us to redefine “community” for 
ourselves, which is a lesson that people in recovery themselves 
have known for decades. That change in our social fabric requires 
recognition that people do recover from addiction, and that 
recovery may start with sobriety but sustains from community. 
As we look forward to the upcoming SUD Talks presented by the 
Delray Beach Drug Task Force, we remain sincerely passionate 
about driving the discussion at the local, state and national level 
about how neighborhoods of otherwise divergent populations can 
coexist and create their own definition of a greater “community” 
which includes all people. The upcoming SUD Talks is an 
expansive conversation of the role that each of us must play as 
“agents of change” in creating that shift in consciousness. To 
“fix the drug problem” in our society as well as to heal those with 
addiction, communities must come together, not to exclude, but 
rather to embrace. Then, and only then, has the science itself 
demonstrated that healing and recovery can begin.
Jeffrey C. Lynne, Esq., is a Shareholder in the firm of Weiner, Lynne & 
Thompson, P.A., representing behavioral health treatment providers 
and owners of recovery residences across the State of Florida, with 
particular emphasis in the legal areas of local zoning, housing, real 
estate, licensing, compliance, regulation, and business litigation. 


